INTRODUCTION
Postage stamps constitute an important medium of public information. Their messages often act through repeated, subliminal exposures, but at other times, depending on the size, layout, color and subject of the stamp, they may demand more conscious attention and inform more directly.
Postage stamps with illustrations drawn from radiologic sciences, such as schematic atomic structures, x-ray tubes, radiographs and portraits of pioneers in the field are often issued in support of campaigns directed at combatting cancer, tuberculosis and other diseases.
Countries honor their science and industry through postage stamps, often with motifs drawn from radiologic science. Scientific pioneers are commemorated, award winning scientists are honored for their achievements, and major radiological congresses are announced and supported-all through the medium of postage stamps.
Postage stamps depicting various aspects of radiologic science ranging from theoretical radiation physics to clinical radiologic imaging and treatment are illustrated in this article.
W.C. Roentgen was a German physicist . During experiments with a Crookes' vacuum tube, he discovered an unknown radiation on 8 November, 1895. He named his discovery x rays and almost completely described their physical properties in a paper published in January 1896. The abilities of x-rays to penetrate solid bodies and to blacken photographic emulsions are fundamental to diagnostic radiology. Dmitri Ivanavitch Mendeleiev, Russian chemist (1834-1907) formulated the "periodic law" stating that the properties of chemical elements recur periodically when the elements are arranged in order of their atomic weights. Mendeleiev was commemorated on the 50th anniversary of his death, Soviet Union, 40 k, 1957.
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